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Great Falls

December 14-20, 2011

Fire Station
Holds Onto
History
News, Page 3

Great Falls
Artists Present
‘Touch of Red’
County Line, Page 18

Fairfax to
Richmond:
Do Us No Harm
News, Page 3

Firefighter Karl Sallberg
writes the date and other
information on the newly
restored bell that sits in front
of the Great Falls Fire Station.

Great Falls
Artists Present
‘Touch of Red’
County Line, Page 18

Fairfax to
Richmond:
Do Us No Harm
News, Page 3

Page 16
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
& BEST WISHES for the

NEW YEAR
All of us atGreat Falls Floors, Inc.  would like to thank you

for your business and support this year, and look forward to serving you
in the coming year with our extensive selection of new products.
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News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

See County,  Page 17

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

F
or more than 50 years,
the original Great Falls
fire station housed the

men and women of the Great
Falls Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. Now that the new station
has been built, firefighters
wanted to make sure at least
one piece of the old building
stayed put.

The large
bell that was
in the front of
the previous
building is
back on a new
perch, having
been restored
and rebuilt by
firefighters of
A shift serving
at the station.

Capt. Kevin
Edwards said
the bell was
sandblasted,
restored and repainted by
firefighters, which took about
50 man-hours. The Great Falls
Volunteer Fire Department,
which will maintain a presence
at the new station along with
Fairfax County, paid the $750
in material costs to restore the
bell.

“Historically speaking, the
bell would ring when people
would request services,”
Edwards said. “Traditionally, it’s

also rung when a firefighter
passes away, to sort of signal
their last alarm.”

The bell, which staff esti-
mated to weigh around 700
pounds, is made of cast iron,
rather than the usual bronze.
Firefighter Karl Sallberg did a
lot of the work, repainting the
bell with a bronze coat of paint
and also helping restore its
mount and other hardware.

“When the
crane was
k n o c k i n g
down the old
station, we
saw the bell
and decided
to grab it. It
wasn’t in
good shape,
but we
thought we
might be able
to fix it up,”
Sallberg said.
“We guessed
it’s about 80-

90 years old, but I looked dur-
ing the work to see if there was
any sort of date stamp, and
there wasn’t.”

Joan Bliss, president of the
Great Falls Volunteer Fire De-
partment, said restoring the bell
was important to everyone at
the station.

“It’s part of the community’s
history, and we wanted to make
sure it was around for the fu-
ture,” she said.

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

T
he message Fairfax County Board of Su
pervisors delivered to legislators at its
annual 2012 session was summed up in
four words: Do us no harm.

“Our theme is basically ‘Leave us alone,’” said Su-
pervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee), chairman of the board’s
legislative committee. “We recognize it’s difficult this
year, and we’re begging our legislators not to make
it worse for Fairfax County. It doesn’t sound collabo-
rative, but we know we lose in all the funding for-
mulas, so we’re saying don’t make it any worse.”

The 2012 General Assembly Legislative Work Ses-
sion, held at the McConnell Public Safety Transpor-
tation and Operations Center on Wednesday, Dec. 7,
followed the Boards’ unanimous decision to support
the 2012 legislative agenda at its regular meeting
on Tuesday, Dec. 6.

The county’s legislative program outlines four pri-
orities: education funding; transportation funding;
restoring the decimated level of state funding; and
enhancing local authority, giving the county the flex-
ibility to “modernize” its local tax structure, particu-
larly in areas such as taxation and land use.

“I know we’re speaking to the choir here,” Chair-
man Sharon Bulova (D-At-large) said to the mostly
Democratic state legislators in the room. “But now
is the time for the state to begin the process of re-
building the funding partnership with local govern-
ment, by providing adequate funding for core ser-
vices and avoiding shifting additional state costs and
responsibilities to localities.”

THE CONCEPT OF DEVOLUTION, or shifting
responsibilities from the state to the county, was a
heated topic during the three-hour session.

“Basically, devolution means we don’t have enough
money to go around,” said Del. Ken Plum (D-36) “so
we end up pushing it down to counties. We’re not
living up to our end of the bargain.”

During the session, Fairfax County executives said
two facts merge to make FY 2012 a difficult year

financially: funding shortfalls exacerbated by dimin-
ishing federal stimulus dollars and the state’s declin-
ing revenue sources.

“The pie has shrunk. The money the state has been
able to send us has dropped … some of that decrease
did not feel as bad because of the stimulus,” said
James J. Regimbal Jr., a consultant from Fiscal
Analytics who presented a fiscal forecast of state aid
to Fairfax County during the session.

Regimbal said state revenues are not rebounding
fast enough after the recession, which impacts core
services such as education, transportation and hu-
man services. He predicted that Medicaid and Vir-
ginia Retirement System demands will continue to
outstrip the state’s general fund revenue, putting
pressure on state funding for other core programs.

“Without new revenues and expecting modest eco-
nomic growth, the state will continue to reduce fund

Fairfax to Richmond:
Do Us No Harm
Transportation funding
dominates discussion.

School Board member Ted Velkoff (D-At-
large), Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville), state Sen. Dave Marsden (D-
37) and Supervisor Linda Smyth (D-Provi-
dence) at the meeting.

State senators George
Barker (D-39) and Richard
Saslaw (D-35) and Del.
Barbara Comstock (R-34)
listen as state Sen. Chap
Petersen (D-34) addresses
local officials during the
meeting of the Fairfax
County Board of Supervi-
sors and the Fairfax County
delegation to the General
Assembly on Wed. Dec. 7 at
the McConnell Public Safety
Transportation and Opera-
tions Center.

Photos by

Victoria Ross/

The Connection

Fire Station Holds
Onto History

Firefighter Karl Sallberg writes the date on the bell
in front of the Great Falls Fire Station, which was
restored by county and volunteer firefighters from
the station. The bell was in front of the old station
for more than 50 years.
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Firefighters repair historic bell in
front of station.

“It’s part of the
community’s
history, and we
wanted to make
sure it was around
for the future.”

— Joan Bliss, president of
the Great Falls Volunteer
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Holidays

News

See Santaballa,  Page 5

Leo Santaballa Park is located behind the Great Falls
Library and serves as the home field for the Great Falls
Lacrosse Association’s programs. The installation of a
turf-field at Leo Santaballa Park has been a topic of
discussion in the Great Falls community for the past year.

If a turf-field were to be installed at Leo Santaballa Park,
some residents worry that run-off from the field would
reach bodies of water in the Great Falls Watershed, such as
this pond located in the Innsbruck Avenue neighborhood.

Debating Turf Field in Great Falls
Residents voice pro and
con arguments about
proposed turf field at
Leo Santaballa Park.

By Mary Grace Oakes

The Connection

O
n Nov. 10, the Great Falls Lacrosse As-
sociation unveiled their updated plan
for the installation of a turf field at Leo
Santaballa Park, a topic which has been

highly contended within the community for the past
year.

Located behind the Great Falls Library, Leo
Santaballa serves as the home field for Great Falls’
lacrosse programs, in which more than 400 families
are involved. The Great Falls Lacrosse Association
first announced their plans to install a turf field last
October, stating a turfed Leo Santaballa would be-
come a “community asset,” allowing for “all weather,
year-round playing.”

However, their initial proposal to construct a
“crumb-rubber” infill turf field was met with some
resistance by members of the community, who were
concerned that this type of field could have adverse
environmental impact.

CITIZENS INVOLVED in watershed cleanup and
stream restoration in the area argued that because

Leo Santaballa field is situated at the top of the
Great Falls watershed, contaminated runoff from a
“crumb-rubber” turf field would reach nearby bod-
ies of water and have devastating consequences.

“A toxicologist working with us said that from a
350 ton field, we will receive literally tons of small
particulate of plastic and silica sand into our wa-
tershed,” said Amy Stephan, a Great Falls resident
involved with efforts to protect the Great Falls wa-
tershed.

Residents were alarmed that the presence of these
particles in the Great Falls watershed could destroy
aquatic life, or contaminate drinking water, as many
people in Great Falls rely on a well-water system.

One group of citizens within Great Falls were so
concerned that they formed a coalition, known as
“Great Falls Clean Water,” with the purpose of edu-
cating the community about the risks of installing
a “crumb-rubber” turf field, emphasizing that “tox-
ins” from the field’s run-off “will destroy our local
aquatic ecosystem, possibly all the way from the
Great Falls Library to the Potomac River.”

The Great Falls Clean Water group launched a
website to “clarify and voice our concerns as Great
Falls citizens about the proposed artificial turf field at
Leo Santaballa field.” The website features a petition
to “stop construction at Leo Santaballa field” and nu-
merous links to studies which support the group’s
claims (http://www.greatfallscleanwater.org).

RESPONDING TO THE COMMUNITY CON-
CERN, The Great Falls Lacrosse Association worked
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From Page 4

Santaballa Field Debated
alongside the Fairfax County Park Authority to re-
search alternative solutions. After “undert[aking] sig-
nificant investigation,” the Great Falls Lacrosse As-
sociation “arrive[d] at” their “current recommenda-
tion, which utilizes Target Technologies’ FutrFill in-
fill product along with FieldTurf’s Duraspine solu-
tion.” Under the new design, a turf-field would be
constructed using FutrFill Duraspine, a synthetic
rubber filler, and would include underground drain-
pipes to carry runoff away from nearby ponds and
streams. The lacrosse association believes that
FutrFill is not only “a great in-fill solution from a
performance standpoint,” but that it also “addresses
the environmental concerns we have heard from
members of the community” (http://
greatfallslacrosse.com/).

Some, however, are not convinced that a FutrFill
turf field will be environmentally friendly — not
yet anyway. While members of the community are
“very happy the GFLA has moved away from a
crumbed rubber infill,” they simply know “too little
about this new infill,” said Kelly Baxter of Great Falls.
In order to make a proper assessment, citizens re-
cently proposed a set of 40 questions to the lacrosse

association and park authority regarding the envi-
ronmental safety of FutrFill.

Not all of the opposition to the construction of a
turf field at Leo Santaballa is grounded in environ-
mental reasons. There has been some conjecture that
lights would also be installed at Leo Santaballa,
lengthening its hours of use and increasing traffic
congestion on Georgetown Pike. However, Glenn
Tofil, commissioner of the Great Falls Lacrosse Asso-
ciation, assures that this will not be the case. “Our
plan does not call for lights,” he said, asserting that
the lacrosse association doesn’t anticipate “any
change in usage patterns” and that the “GFLA and
other youth sports groups with access to the field
will continue to practice on the field during the week
and play games, or hold club sponsored instructional
clinics, on Saturday and Sundays. That is the way it
currently is utilized.” Tofil again emphasized that a
turf field at Leo Santaballa, accessible to all Great
Falls youth sports organizations, as well as Great Falls
residents, “would be a great community asset.”

Anyone interested in the ongoing turf field discus-
sion can learn more about the above issues by visit-
ing the Great Falls Land Zoning and Use Committee
website at http://gfca.org/landuse.html.

News

Woman’s Club president Virginia Sandahl looks on as
Bonnie O’Neill, of Share, Inc., acknowledges to club
officers Kay Burnell (at left) and Helen Peterson (at right)
receipt of the club’s contribution to Share, Inc.

T
he Woman’s Club of
McLean donated a total
of $9,600 to eight local

charities and nonprofits on Tues-
day, Dec. 6, presenting checks to
their representatives at its
monthly meeting. The recipients
were the McLean Project for the
Arts; Share, Inc; Alternative
House; Capital Hospice; Girls’
State; Fisher House; Claude
Moore Colonial Farm; and the
McLean Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.

The club recently completed its
45th annual Holiday Homes Tour.
The tour has been an annual event
providing the sole source of funds for the club’s
projects. All profits from the tour are turned back
into the community in the form of many and varied

Woman’s Club
Donates $9,600 to
Local Causes

service projects. In addition, the club makes peri-
odic donations throughout each year.

— Laura Sheridan

Dress Boutique
Washington’s Premier After 5 Boutique

 customers come 100’s of miles toWhy
SERVICE - SELECTION - SERVICE

Over 1000 Formal Gowns & Evening Separates
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Winter Sale
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Mother of the Bride/Groom Brides Again
Grandmothers - Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
- Political Events - Entertainers -

All Your Formal Needs Sportswear-Suits

Delight in our
HomeLifeStyle sections,
the second week of
every month.
Peek at the top real estate
sales, glimpse over-the-top
remodeling projects, get
practical suggestions for
your home.
Questions? E-mail
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
Suggestions? E-mail
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
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State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

Like A Good Neighbor,
State Farm Is There.®
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Week in Great Falls

Hope for Africa in Great Falls
The Hope For Africa Children’s Choir performed at Great
Falls United Methodist Preschool last week. The
preschoolers were fascinated by the animal skin drums
and the rhythmic dancing. For the last song, everyone
was on their feet moving to the music.

Police Target
Alcohol
Violations

In an effort to keep December
2011 a safe and festive month for
all, Fairfax County Police are step-
ping up alcohol enforcement ef-
forts with extra DWI patrols, so-
briety checkpoints and underage
alcohol stings. Last December
(2010), Fairfax County Police
made 317 DWI arrests. Of those
252 were men; 65 were women.

Police urge residents to make
their travel plans in advance of
holiday parties by designating a
sober driver as drunk driving con-
tinues to be a serious roadway
danger. According to recently com-
piled Fairfax County data, there
have been 546 alcohol-related
crashes through October 2011, out
of a total of out of 8,214. In 2010,
out of 10,471 crashes, 730 of them
involved alcohol.

In addition to targeted patrols,
DWI checkpoints netted 46 im-
paired drivers in 2010. Motorists
should expect to encounter check-
points across Fairfax County this
month as they are an additional
deterrent and educational tool.

Despite strict laws governing
underage drinking, FCPD cited
246 people under age 21 with
driving after illegally consuming
alcohol in 2010. Through the third
quarter of 2011, there were 193
youthful offenders cited.

White House
Ornament on Sale

The Great Falls Friends and
Neighbors formerly The Great Falls
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Newcomers and Woman’s Club are
selling the 2011 White House Or-
nament to benefit the Artemis
House, a Fairfax County shelter for
women and children fleeing do-
mestic violence. The cost is $20.
They can be purchased at Great
Dogs of Great Falls in the Village
or at The Studio Hair Skin and
Nails next to the Mediterranee
Restaurant.

The front of the ornament de-
picts the arrival at the White
House of a very jovial Santa Claus
bearing presents for Theodore
(Teddy) Roosevelt’s six children.
Why all the excitement on Santa’s
part? There have been no children
in the White House since 1897.
The back reveals a different scene.
Roosevelt being a conservationist
would not permit a tree to be deco-
rated in the White House. His son
Archie and Quentin have hidden
a small tree in the closet only to
be discovered by Roosevelt and the
rest of the family.

Essay Contest on
Women’s History

The Fairfax County Commission
for Women is sponsoring an essay
contest to commemorate Women’s
History Month 2012. The contest
is open to every high school senior
attending a Fairfax County public
school, college bound or not, male
or female. The deadline is Dec. 31.
Winning essays can win up to
$1000. More information about
the topic and requirements can be
found at: http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
news_press_releases/2011/1107-
essay-contest.htm.
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MWAA Resists New Members

News

U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf ‘extremely disappointed.’
By Nicholas Horrock

The Connection

T
he Metropolitan Washington Air-
port Authority apparently never
tires of resisting U.S. Rep. Frank
Wolf and other Virginia officials

from gaining more control of the authority’s
operations and its handling of the Dulles
Rail project.

After President Obama signed into law a
measure that increases Metropolitan Wash-
ington Airport Authority’s membership from
13 to 17 members and called for an addi-
tional two Virginia members, Airports Au-
thority Chairman Charles D. Snelling, wrote
to Wolf that the authority did not plan to
immediately abide by the law.

“Soon after the enactment of this legisla-
tion, the Airports Authority retained out-
side legal counsel to provide an indepen-
dent legal opinion on the implementation
of the legislation and, more specifically, on
whether the changes made by the legisla-
tion were operative upon enactment or re-
quire an amendment to the MWAA compact
in order to become operative,” Snelling said.

The authority engaged Jenner & Block,
one of the nation’s best known and most
expensive law firms, to examine the consti-
tutionality of the law. In 22 pages of legal
dissertation, the firm said it might be un-
constitutional but the issue would likely
have to be settled in a federal court.

Robert Yingling, a public affairs spokes-
person for Metropolitan Washington Airport
Authority, said he could not report on how
much this legal opinion cost public funds
because the bill for the work had not been
submitted.

According to Snelling, the Jenner & Block
opinion found that the “new legislation is

not operable until the Commonwealth of
Virginia and the District of Columbia ap-
prove changes to the governing MWAA com-
pact. Accordingly, it is the opinion of our
outside counsel that the legislation is best
understood as authorizing Virginia and the
District of Columbia to amend the MWAA
compact, and not unilaterally bringing
about that amendment itself.”

He said Metropolitan Washington Airport
Authority would not permit any new mem-
bers appointed under the law to “partici-
pate in board duties until changes are made
to governing MWAA compact.”

Wolf said he was “extremely disap-
pointed” that the Airports Authority “is
choosing to fight bipartisan changes con-
tained in Public Law 112-55.” Wolf said the
“intent of Congress could not be more clear”
and there was “no need for MWAA to go
the expense of hiring outside counsel.” Wolf
said he has asked the U.S. Transportation
Department’s Inspector General to find out
who ordered the report and what it cost.

The role of board members acting out
after expiration of their term arose when a
member whose term had expired was al-
lowed several years ago to vote from house
arrest in the Ivory Coast.

Wolf said that members with expired
terms will not be allowed to participate in
Metropolitan Washington Airport Author-
ity activities.

Meanwhile Virginia is where the two air-
ports are located and where the Airport
Authority is building a $6 billion Metro line
to Dulles Airport. In 2007 the cost of that
Metro line was estimated at $2.7 billion,
but the cost has now doubled and Wolf has
charged part of that is due to mismanage-
ment by Metropolitan Washington Airport
Authority.

Faith Notes

Faith Notes are for announcements and events
in the faith community. Send to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 6715
Georgetown Pike in McLean, has announced
their Christmas Worship Services. 703-356-
4902 or www.stjohnsmclean.org.

❖Sunday, Dec. 18. 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. A
traditional service of lessons and carols with the
Choirs of St. John’s Church accompanied by or-
ganist Dr. John C. Wulff, and the Sunrise String
Quartet with Teri Lazar and Osman Kivrak.

❖Saturday, Dec. 24. 4 p.m. Christmas Eve
family service of Holy Eucharist, with Christmas
music beginning at 3:30 p.m.

❖Saturday, Dec. 24. 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. A tra-
ditional service of Holy Eucharist including
familiar carols. Music begins at half an hour
before each service.

❖Sunday, Dec. 25. 10 a.m. Celebrate Christ-
mas with the Holy Eucharist and carol singing.

St. Francis Episcopal Church, 9220
Georgetown Pike in Great Falls, offers three Sun-
day services and a host of musical, educational,
outreach, and fellowship ministries to enrich
spiritual growth. 7:45 a.m. Worship Service with-
out music; 9 a.m. Worship Service, Children’s
Chapel and Children’s Choirs; 10 a.m. Sunday
School and Adult Forum; and 11 a.m. Worship
Service with Adult Choir. 703-759-2082.

Epiphany United Methodist Church,
1014 Country Club Drive N.E. in Vienna, will
hold a Christmas Eve Family Service on Satur-
day, Dec. 24 at 5 p.m., featuring the Praze Band
and a Christmas Children’s Program. On Sun-
day, Dec. 25, Christmas Day worship and
communion service will be at 11 a.m.
office@epiphany.com or 703-938-3494.

McLean Bible Church, 8925 Leesburg Pike
in Vienna, will host two free Christmas concerts
at 8 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 15 and Friday, Dec.
16. “Joy: An Irish Christmas” will feature mod-
ern hymn writers Keith and Kristyn Getty, as well
as artists from the McLean Bible Church staff.
Doors will open at 7:15 p.m. Free. There will be
sign language interpretation for the Thursday
concert. http://mcleanbible.org/christmas.

Trinity United Methodist Church, 1205
Dolley Madison Blvd., McLean, Sunday worship
services are at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday
School for adults is at 9:30 a.m. and for children
during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Youth
Group for grades 7-12 meets Sundays at 6 p.m.
A 20-minute service of Holy Communion is held
each Wednesday at 12 p.m. 703-356-3312 or
umtrinity.org.

The Jewish Social Services Agency
(JSSA) offers a wide variety of support groups
for those with emotional, social, and physical
challenges. www.jssa.org/growth-learning.

Dear Valued Glamour Nails & Spa customer,
Because you have been such a special client and friend of Glamour Nails, I

and the entire staff in Great Falls would like to give you a special gift this holiday
season.

Sometimes, the words “Happy Holiday and Merry Christmas” do not
adequately convey our deeper emotions. So please accept from Glamour Nails a
20% discount on all our services thru December 31st. Be it a pedicure, manicure
or waxing, you will receive a 20% discount on all of our services. Just call us here
at 703-759-7808 to schedule your appointment, and please mention “Our
Christmas Gift to You” for your 20% discount, or just bring in my letter. As the
Holiday Season is all about family and Friends…your Christmas gift will allow
20% off as well. Hope to see you soon.

And by the way, we now have free Wi-Fi for your convenience, and upstairs,
Glamour Nails is adding a Spa that will have a special room for massage and
other beauty necessities. So, please call me here at the shop so that I can
schedule your appointment for you, your family and friends with your 20%
Christmas saving.

Best Wishes This Season of Joy,

Cindy and Glamour Nails & Spa Staff
P.S. Don’t forget, we are open on Sunday from 11 to 5 for your convenience,
and follow us on Facebook@ www.facebook.com/gfglamour.

�
�

There is
a princi-
ple which
is a bar
against
all infor-
mation,
which is
proof
against
all argu-
ment and
which
cannot
fail to
keep a
man in
everlast-
ing igno-
rance.
This
principle
is con-
tempt
prior to
examina-
tion.

—Herbert
Spencer
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Opinion

Five Suggestions for the New School Board
Half of the School Board
members are new.

Editorial

O
n Monday, Dec. 19, the newly
elected members of the Fairfax
County School Board will be
sworn in, marking the largest

number of new members at one time in
memory.

The change on the board comes from open
seats with previous members deciding not to
run. Fully half of the board will be new mem-
bers, although most are also familiar faces.

But it was apparent from the election that
voters were motivated by the school board
races, turning out to have their say. It’s a mis-
take to view the election as a vote of approval
for all current policies or as a repudiation of
particular policies. The level of interest and
controversy indicates that it’s a great moment
for the new board to engage the public.

The fact that 70 percent of voters supported
the school bond for county schools shows that
county residents understand the importance
of quality schools.

The school board consists of three at large
members who represent the entire county, plus
nine district members. Each voter had the op-

portunity to vote for four, three at large and
one for their district.

Iryong Moon is the one incumbent remain-
ing at large; Ryan McElveen and Ted Velkoff
will join the board at large. District members
are: Megan McLaughlin, Braddock; Janie
Strauss, Dranesville; Pat Hynes, Hunter Mill;

Tammy Kaufax, Lee; Sandy
Evans, Mason; Dan Storck,
Mount Vernon; Patty Reed,
Providence; Elizabeth Schultz,

Springfield, and Kathy Smith, Sully. Moon,
Strauss, Evans, Storck, Reed and Smith are
returning members.

It’s important to respect the dedication and
motivation of school board members. It’s hard
to understand why anyone would want these
jobs. The hours are never ending. The pay is
symbolic. Few decisions will come without ac-
rimony from some quarters. These are people
who really are dedicated to service.

That said, we offer a few suggestions, some
very general, some very specific, for the new
board as it steps up to serve.

1) On with campaign. Begin with a listening
tour. Hold some full-board listening sessions
around the county. Hold some regional listen-
ing sessions in schools and parents’ living
rooms. Listen in small groups and individually.

Invite teachers and administrators to come out
on tour with you. Don’t forget to listen to teach-
ers as well as students, parents, administra-
tors and more.

2) Fix large classes. You don’t have to re-
duce the “average” class size. But do something
about every class of 30 students or more. It’s
the exceptionally large classes where students
don’t even fit in the room that drive parents
wild. It doesn’t matter if it’s a classroom of poor
students or wealthy students or something in
between, really large classes are not appropri-
ate.

3) Are surveillance cameras really the best
use of scarce dollars? No matter what the cur-
rent board decides to do later this week (likely
vote on Dec. 15 after Connection deadline),
set the decision aside until after the listening
tour.

4) Don’t wait for a state law. Instruct admin-
istrators to call parents to be present if they
plan to question a student about behavior that
could result in serious disciplinary measures
or legal action.

5) Celebrate the specific and varied successes
in Fairfax County Public Schools.

 - Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Letters to the Editor

Taking
Exception
To the Editor:

I just received the Nov. 30-Dec.
6 issue of the McLean Connec-
tions. This is usually a pleasant,
respectable presentation of events
— especially those involving youth
of the community — and avoids

issues of poor opinion. Due to that
image, I was very disappointed to
see the opinion/article by a Del.
Kenneth Plum (D-36) complain-
ing about the wise and healthy
stand for the protection of the
life of the unborn [“Personhood
Bill Introduced”]. I hope his last
statement is correct, and that
the passage of this Republican
bill to save and value each life

“...may influence political direc-
tion for the year.” The definition
of a civilized society involves the
protection of life — particularly
the weakest and most vulner-
able of that society. Those soci-
eties that don’t respect all life
should be defined as danger-
ously anti-social. If the weak in
a society are not protected, no
one is safe. I am surprised to see

an elder man such as Mr. Plum
with such poor judgment. Anyway,
I hope such ideas will never again
have space in our local paper,
which is known for well-presented
reporting of local events. I really
appreciate your good work and
that of the staff.

Amanda Kelley
McLean
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Grieving the Losses
Remembering the
Battle of Dranesville.

By Kathleen Murphy

President, Great Falls Historical Society

L
ast week, John Waggoner, a local histo-
rian and member of the Church of the
Brethren, presented his research on The

Battle of Dranesville at the Reston Community
Center, followed by comments from Jim Lewis,
a local historian, author, and member of the
Hunter Mill Defense League. This painful story
of local fear and foraging really struck a chord
with me, and I have been in deep grieving over
the enormous losses sustained during the civil
war era for days.

Both sides were “foraging” — they came to
our local area in search of food for their troops
and horses. Our fertile agricultural land was a
prime target for taking food and grabbing live-
stock, not just on this fateful day, but through-
out the entire five-year war. Imagine how un-
settling this was for the locals? People in the

second darkest day of the year. When the battle
ended, thanks to JEB Stewart’s command to
retreat, Stewart took his men and wagons back
to Centreville filled with hay — leaving the
dead and injured in the field to be recovered
the next day. When they returned, it was so
cold, the bodies were frozen in the exact posi-
tion that they were in when they were shot —
frozen stiff in place.

This coming Sunday, Dec. 18, the Great Falls
Historical Society will join with the commu-
nity of the Dranesville Church of the Brethren
in their annual Peace Service, which remem-
bers the name of each fallen soldier in that
battle. The church has been built on the exact
location of the battle, as a gesture of peace
triumphing over war. Please join us in griev-
ing the losses incurred by both sides on that
fateful day. May the historic marking of the
150th anniversary of this, our most deadly of
all wars — which took the lives of 620,000
men over its five years, and just over 1 million
casualties — beckon us toward the skills, the
art, the ways, the craft of peaceful resolution
of our differences.

audience mentioned specific local houses, still
standing, where generals stayed overnight, etc.
The stories are really close to home and still
alive in family memories.

One of the earliest skirmishes of the Civil
War, the troops did not intend to engage in
battle and were not prepared. Jim Lewis
pointed out some interesting facts:

There were more than 250 different uniforms
worn on the battlefield that day, so it was im-
possible to know who was on which side. Many
of the losses on the Confederate side were from
friendly fire.

There were ten regiments of about one thou-
sand soldiers each who fought the battle that
day. The artillery engagement involved con-
tinuous shooting of about one bullet every two
seconds by each soldier. The air was filled with
bullets. Yet only 50 soldiers died that day, and
250 were wounded. Why so few? Jim posits
that they did not have it in themselves to kill
each other. They were just shooting over each
other’s heads. In the war’s early days, it was
not a natural instinct to kill another man.

The weather was brutal. It was the coldest,
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~ Your Second Grade Class ~

Great Falls Elementary School

~ Thank You Mrs. Ramirez ~

Ben Leone Dylan Kurtz Taylor Maguire

Bennett Volanth Trent Walmsley Kai Wakeman
Isabel Woolston

Brian CerretaniJack RappaportKate Murray
Avery PerezYousuf Mufti

Donovan DiLenge David Lamont Ethan Womack
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LEATHER
ACCESSORIES

703-759-3735
www.Paulsleather.com

9903 Georgetown Pike
Great Falls, VA 22066

Professional Tailoring and Alterations

10130 Colvin Run Rd., Suite C
Great Falls, VA 22066

(703) 757-7072

Mon-Fri: 10:30 AM - 6:30 PM
Sat: 10:30 AM - 5:00 PM

30% OFF
ALL TAILORING SERVICES

Through January 31, 2012

Grand
Opening

Sale!

Grand
Opening

Sale!

Professional Tailoring and Alterations
GREAT TAILORGREAT TAILOR TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

Copyright 2011 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc. Visit www.mris.com.

Address .............................. BR FB HB ... Postal City .......Sold Price .... Type ................. Lot AC .PostalCode ................ Subdivision
129 COMMONAGE DR ................ 6 .. 5 . 2 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $2,695,000 .... Detached ................ 5.24 ....... 22066 ........... SOUTHDOWN FARMS
9330 GEORGETOWN PIKE ........... 7 .. 7 . 4 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $2,350,000 .... Detached ................ 5.43 ....... 22066 ..... THREE SWALLOWS FARM
11322 BEACH MILL RD ................ 6 .. 6 . 1 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $2,335,000 .... Detached ................ 2.73 ....... 22066 ............................... SENECA
10691 CHESTERWOOD GLEN LN .. 5 .. 4 . 2 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $1,895,000 .... Detached ................ 1.73 ....... 22066 ...... CHESTERWOOD ESTATES
106 FALCON RIDGE RD ................ 5 .. 6 . 1 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $1,695,000 .... Detached ................ 1.96 ....... 22066 ..................... FALCON RIDGE
11607 ROLLING MEADOW DR ..... 7 .. 5 . 1 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $1,200,000 .... Detached ................ 1.87 ....... 22066 ..................... SENECA HUNT
716 CLEAR SPRING RD ................ 5 .. 4 . 0 ..... GREAT FALLS ....... $1,100,000 .... Detached ................ 5.16 ....... 22066 ................... VALLEY STREAM
704 FOREST PARK RD ................. 6 .. 3 . 1 ..... GREAT FALLS .......... $950,000 .... Detached ................ 1.30 ....... 22066 .................. HIDDEN FOREST
10315 GEORGETOWN PIKE ......... 4 .. 2 . 1 ..... GREAT FALLS .......... $880,000 .... Detached ................ 2.96 ....... 22066 ....................... FORESTVILLE
10104 SPRING HOLLOW LN ......... 4 .. 2 . 1 ..... GREAT FALLS .......... $810,000 .... Detached ................ 0.53 ....... 22066 ................ HICKORY CREEK II
448 SPRINGVALE RD ................... 3 .. 3 . 0 ..... GREAT FALLS .......... $708,100 .... Detached ................ 5.00 ....... 22066 ........................... POTOMAC
1064 WALKER MILL RD ............... 4 .. 2 . 1 ..... GREAT FALLS .......... $663,000 .... Detached ................ 1.67 ....... 22066 ............... OLD MILL ESTATES
10852 MONTICELLO CT .............. 4 .. 3 . 1 ..... GREAT FALLS .......... $450,000 .... Detached ................ 0.23 ....... 22066 ........... GREAT FALLS FOREST
10135 YORKTOWN DR ................ 4 .. 3 . 0 ..... GREAT FALLS .......... $392,000 .... Detached ................ 0.25 ....... 22066 ........... GREAT FALLS FOREST

In October 2011, 14 Great Falls homes sold between $2,695,000-$392,000.Home Sales

To have real estate information
listed in the Connection, send to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

REACS, Inc., a minority owned
commercial real estate company in
Tysons Corner (Vienna) has been
named the property management
company for Soapstone Center in
Reston and Pemberton Square Shop-
ping Center in South Riding.  REACS,
Inc. is a full service commercial man-
agement company providing
brokerage, property management,
construction and maintenance ser-
vices to commercial property owners
in Virginia, Maryland, and Washing-
ton D.C.  For more information
contact Steve Anderson at (703)
734-0880.

Bruce Green, regional vice
president of Weichert, Real-

tors announced that the McLean/Old
Dominion office was recognized for out-
standing results and industry success in
2010.  In 2010, the McLean/Old Domin-
ion office, managed by Steve Gaskins,
led the region for new homes dollar vol-
ume, sales and resales.  The region
consists of offices throughout Virginia.
The Weichert’s McLean/Old Dominion
office can be reached at 703-821-8300
at 6257 Old Dominion Drive.

Harper McDaniel, associate broker
with the CENTURY 21 New Millennium
McLean office recently earned the CEN-
TURY 21® System’s CENTURION
Producer, President’s and Quality Ser-
vice Pinnacle Awards again this year
following her 2010 sales success.

“Harper is a leader and innovator in
delivering powerful home buying and
selling choices to her clients because she
knows the community she serves,” said
Todd Hetherington, CEO and co-owner

of CENTURY 21 New Millennium.
Harper McDaniel has more than

10 years of experience in the real
estate industry.

“Achieving CENTURION,
President’s and Quality Service Pin-
nacle Producer status is a great
milestone in my professional career
and with a continued effort and fo-
cus on my clients, I hope to continue
on this path of success,” said Harper,
associate broker with CENTURY 21
New Millennium.

Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage in McLean has an-
nounced its sales associates who
have earned the company’s Interna-
tional President’s awards. The
winners include - Individual Achieve-
ments: President’s Club - Linda
Knowles and Sue Jin Song.

Real Estate Notes
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A&E Collective, P.C................................703-757-0107
Ackerman & Assoc................................703-759-4707
Acustream............................................ 703-345-4012
Adeler Jewelers .................................... 703-759-4076
AdGen Telecom....................................703-757-6757
Allstate Insurance/Doug White...............703-759-7700
Aquarian LLC........................................703-438-8838
Arc Partners, Inc....................................703-880-4873
Capitol Realty Services .........................703-759-4900
Cathy’s Corner......................................703-759-4975
Deli Italiano .......................................... 703-759-6782
Dominion First, Inc.................................571-278-0772
Dr. C. Ayers...........................................703-757-6445
Dr. M Tamulevich...................................703-757-6445
Executive Suites at Great Falls...............703-865-2500
Expressions with Intent...........................703-757-4600
Falls Hardware......................................703-438-1700
Falls Salon, The ..................................... 703-759-4758
First Line Financial, Inc..........................703-757-7393
Fresh Catch Seafood Market.................703-759-4950
Georgetown Learning Centers ..............703-759-3624
Grandmother’s Back Room...................703-759-2680
Helms Briscoe........................................703-759-1160
H2O Pools ............................................. 703-250-5585
Jinny Beyer Studio.................................703-759-0250
Katie’s Coffee House.............................703-759-2759
King Creole Catering............................703-759-7306
Kloman*McDonald Const. .................... 703-759-7662
Knowlera Media....................................703-757-5444
Loebig Chiropractic..............................703-757-5817
Maison Du Vin.......................................703-759-9880
Nextel ...................................................443-904-9305
New Paradigm Capital Mgmt................703-757-4802
Old Brogue...........................................703-759-3309
Peking Delight.......................................703-759-5040
Roundhouse Design Consult..................703-582-9403
Robert Mobley, AIA Architect.................703-759-1927
School of Theatrical Dance...................703-759-5652
Technique Dental Ceramics, Inc...........703-757-3838
Teel Construction ..................................703-759-4754
Troon, LLC.............................................703-675-2823
True Ventures/John Burke
Village Centre Mgmt Office .................. 703-759-2485
Village Retreat/Massage Therapy..........703-638-4852
Wells Fargo...........................................703-757-1040
Yoshi Toshi.............................................703-759-3338

Proud Host of:
“Egg Hunt”  “Spring Festival”  “Tree Lighting Ceremony”
    “4th of July Parade”  “Concerts on the Green”

“Taste of Great Falls”
   “Halloween Spooktacular”

www.gfvcca.com

Great Falls
Village Centre

Great Falls
Village Centre

The Great Falls Village Centre
776 Walker Road • Great Falls, VA
703-759-2485 • gfvcca@aol.com

Shop Great Falls

Brought to you
by your

T
hrough a silent auction held on Oct.
28, three local high school students,
Joseph Aulisi, Aaron Lipsey, and

Ethan Ohriner raised $27,500 for Opera-
tion Walk Virginia. Operation Walk Virginia,
which is based at Inova Mount Vernon Hos-
pital, is a non-profit, volunteer medical ser-
vices organization which provides free hip
and knee joint replacement surgery for pa-
tients with little or no access to life-improv-
ing medical care.

Ethan Ohriner, a junior at McLean High
School, and Aaron Lipsey, a junior at Maret
School, began raising money for Operation
Walk Viriginia in 2007, after Ethan’s father

Operation Walk Virginia

Pictured left to right, are Dr. Gerald Engh, Ethan Ohriner, Aaron Lipsey,
Joseph Aulisi, and Dr. Kevin Fricka at the check presentation at Mount
Vernon Hospital
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had a hip replacement. The boys initially
raised $2,500 through a yard sale and other
fund raising activities. They held their first
silent auction in 2008, raising $6,000.

Three years ago, Joseph Aulisi, a junior
at Langley High School, who wants to pur-
sue a career in orthopedic surgery, decided
to join the boys in their fundraising efforts.
In mid October, the three boys, accompa-
nied by Joseph’s father, Dr. Edward Aulisi,
went to Nicaragua with the Operation Walk
Virginia team, which performed 48 joint
replacement surgeries in five days.

The boys solicited more than 70 auction
items, most from local merchants.

News

For a free
digital
subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.Con
nectionNews
papers.com
and click
on:

Complete
digital replica
of the print
edition,
including
photos and
ads, delivered
weekly to
your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail: going
green@con
nectionnews
papers.com

Free Digital
Subscriptions
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’Tis the Season to Think Locally, Act Locally, and
Shop Great Falls!

Shop any participating Great Falls business and enter to win “An Evening in
Great Falls” during the Celebrate Great Falls Weekend, June 2nd, 2012.
The “Evening” includes a special gift, wine tasting with a complimentary
bottle of wine, dinner for four, tickets to dance at “Dancing for the Stars”
and transportation to make your trip safe and enjoyable.

Complete this form and  Enter to Win  “An Evening
in Great Falls”.  Must be 21 to enter. Enter as often you like, though
no mass-produced entries will be accepted. Completed entries must be
delivered to a participating Great Falls business to qualify; entries
accepted through December 24, 2011.

All information is required; Winners will be announced at the January 2012 GFBPA meeting.

State Farm
Insurance

• AUTO • HOME • LIFE
• HEALTH

• FINANCIAL
SERVICES

731-C WALKER ROAD,
GREAT FALLS, VA

State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

Like A Good Neighbor,
State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.com

WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY  703-759-3011
Open Monday–Friday • Early hours available

737 Walker Road, Suite 6, Great Falls, VA 22066
Lozadentalgreatfalls.com

from

Happy Holidays

Proudly serving the Great Falls Community for over 30 years.

~ The perfect place for your stocking stuffer gift certificates ~

Corner Walker Road & Georgetown Pike in The Village Center
Great Falls, VA • 703-759-3309 • www.oldbrogue.com

Dear Valued Glamour Nails & Spa Customer,
Because you have been such a special client and friend of Glamour Nails, I and the entire staff

in Great Falls would like to give you a special gift this holiday season.
Sometimes, the words “Happy Holiday and Merry Christmas” do not adequately convey our

deeper emotions. So please accept from Glamour Nails a 20% discount on all our services thru
December 31st. Be it a pedicure, manicure or waxing, you will receive a 20% discount on all of our
services. Just call us here at 703-759-7808 to schedule your appointment, and please mention
“Our Christmas Gift to You” for your 20% discount, or just bring in my letter. As the Holiday
Season is all about family and Friends…your Christmas gift will allow 20% off as well. Hope to see
you soon.

And by the way, we now have free Wi-Fi for your convenience, and upstairs, Glamour Nails is
adding a Spa that will have a special room for massage and other beauty necessities. So, please call
me here at the shop so that I can schedule your appointment for you, your family and friends with
your 20% Christmas saving.

Best Wishes This Season of Joy,

Cindy and Glamour Nails & Spa Staff
P.S. Don’t forget, we are open on Sunday from 11 to 5 for your convenience,
and follow us on Facebook@ www.facebook.com/gfglamour.
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See Entertainment,  Page 15

Send announcements to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

FRIDAY/DEC. 16
“Parfumerie.” 8 p.m. 1st Stage, 1524

Spring Hill Road, Tysons Corner.
Two Budapest shop clerks bicker by
day, oblivious to the fact that they’ve
fallen for each other exchanging
anonymous love letters. Tickets $25.
703-854-1856 or
www.1ststagetysons.org.

Sesame Street Live: Elmo Makes
Music. 10:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.
George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Elmo, Abby Cadabby, Big Bird and
more take to the stage to share their
love of music. Tickets $15-$75,
available at ticketmaster.com or 703-
573-SEAT.

Bill Kirchen’s Honkey Tonk
Holiday Show. 8 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Living Nativity and  Christmas
Concert. Redeemer Lutheran
Church, 1545 Chain Bridge Rd,
McLean. The Living Nativity is from
6-8 p.m. and the Concert at 7:30
p.m. Live animals in the Manger, hot
chocolate and bake sale. The Concert
includes the Bell Choir, Praise Team,
Traditional Choir, Youth Choir and
Student Symphonic Orchestra. 703-
356-3346 or redeemermclean.org.

Friday Afternoon Chess. 1 p.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Players of all levels
welcome. All ages. No registration
necessary. 703-757-8560.

Friday Flicks. 10:30 a.m. Tysons-
Pimmit Regional Library, 7584
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. Call for
title. All ages. 703-790-8088.

SATURDAY/DEC. 17
Model Railroad (HO Scale) Open

House and Display. 1-5 p.m.

Historic Vienna Depot, 231 Dominion
Road NE, Vienna. The layout depicts
the Western North Carolina Railroad
(now a portion of the Norfolk
Southern) during the period of
transition from steam to diesel. The
Open House also features Thomas
the Tank Engine and some of his
friends. Free, donations accepted.
www.nvmr.org or 703-938-5157.

Sesame Street Live: Elmo Makes
Music. 10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m.
George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Elmo, Abby Cadabby, Big Bird and
more take to the stage to share their
love of music. Tickets $15-$75,
available at ticketmaster.com or703-
573-SEAT.

5th Annual Rocknoceros Holiday
Singalong at 11 a.m.; 5th Annual
Rocknoceros Holiday Singalong
and Happy Family Hour at 7 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Christmas in Cape Breton. 8 p.m.
George Mason University’s Center for
the Arts Concert Hall, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Cape
Breton fiddler Natalie MacMaster
performs traditional and
contemporary Celtic melodies and
Christmas carols. $25-$50.
www.gmu.edu.

“Parfumerie.” 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 1st
Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. Two Budapest shop clerks
bicker by day, oblivious to the fact
that they’ve fallen for each other
exchanging anonymous love letters.
Tickets $25. 703-854-1856 or
www.1ststagetysons.org.

Candlelight Tour: Civil War
Christmas. 4:45-7 p.m. Sully
Historic Site, 3650 Historic Sully
Way, Chantilly. Hear 19th century

Entertainment

The Langley High School Madrigals will perform in the
Sounds of the Season Winter Concert on Tuesday, Dec 20,
7:30 p.m. at Langley High School Auditorium, 6520
Georgetown Pike, McLean. In addition, all of the LHS
choirs will perform selections. Free admission.
smayman@verizon.net or 703-283-1697.
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WEDNESDAY/DEC. 14
Moscow Ballet’s Great Russian

Nutcracker. 7:30 p.m. George
Mason University Center for the Arts,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax.
Tickets $28-$122, available at
ticketmaster.com or 703-573-SEAT.

Winter Orchestra Concert. 7 p.m.
Langley High School, 6520
Georgetown Pike, McLean. A
celebration of France, with music by
Faure, Herold, Saint-Saens, and
Bizet, poetry readings and a mime.
Silent auction and refreshments.
Free. smcquade2002@yahoo.com.

THURSDAY/DEC. 15
Sesame Street Live: Elmo Makes

Music. 7 p.m. George Mason
University Patriot Center, 4500
Patriot Circle, Fairfax. Elmo, Abby
Cadabby, Big Bird and more take to
the stage to share their love of music.
Tickets $15-$75, available at
ticketmaster.com or703-573-SEAT.

Buon Natale Featuring Natalie
York & Friends in a benefit for
Food for Others. 8 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Book Discussion Group. 7:30 p.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Call for title.
Adults. 703-757-8560.

Holidays Around the World. 7 p.m.
Patrick Henry Library, 101 Maple
Ave. East, Vienna. Cody & Bj
interactive holiday music show. All
ages. 703-938-0405.
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Entertainment

fiddling by Michael McDonnell. Witness
Confederate officers dining at Sully
as JEB Stuart’s cavalry did in
December 1862. See what goes into
the Christmas box being packed for
soldiers in the field. Ladies make
their own holiday decorations. Watch
members of the 28th Virginia
Infantry cook Christmas dinner in the
yard. Tour the 1794 home in the
glow of natural candlelight, hear
seasonal music, make holiday
ornaments, and sample sugar
cookies. $10 adults, $7 seniors and
children. Reserve at 703-437-1794 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully/
calendar.htm.

Northern Virginia Country
Western Dance Association.
Luther Jackson Middle School, 3020
Gallows Rd., Falls Church. Attendees
are encouraged to bring new,
unwrapped toys for the Marine
Corps’ Toys for Tots campaign. The
line dance lesson at 7:30 p.m.,
couples specialty dance lesson at 8
p.m. Open dancing 8:30-11 p.m.
Couples and singles welcome.
Admission $5-$12. www.nvcwda.org
or 703-860-4941.

Book Talk: Your Emotional Type. 1
p.m. Books-A-Million, 1457 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. Author
Michael Jawer on emotional types
and susceptibility to chronic illnesses
Assessment survey provided. Free.
mjawer2001@yahoo.com.

Movie Day at the Library. 1 p.m.
Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library,
7584 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.
Call for title. Adults. 703-790-8088.

Holiday Pancake Breakfast. 8 a.m.-
12 p.m. Vienna Volunteer Fire
Department, 400 Center St. South,
Vienna. All you can eat pancakes,
bacon, sausage, eggs, and more.
Santa will make an appearance at 11
a.m. $8 adults, $7 seniors, $6 age 5-
12, free age 4 and under.
www.vvfd.org.

Piano Recital. 1 p.m. Steinway Hall,
Tysons Corner Center, McLean. With
students of the Elite Piano Academy.
202-674-0499.

SUNDAY/DEC. 18
Yosi and the Superdads Rockin’

Hanukkah Concert. 3 p.m.
McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. $10-$15.
www.mcleancenter.org.

Sesame Street Live: Elmo Makes
Music. 1 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. George
Mason University Patriot Center,
4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax. Elmo,
Abby Cadabby, Big Bird and more
take to the stage to share their love
of music. Tickets $15-$75, available
at ticketmaster.com or703-573-SEAT.

Mariachi Los Camperos de Nati
Cano: Fiesta Navidad. 4 p.m.
George Mason University’s Center for
the Arts Concert Hall, 4400

University Drive, Fairfax. Fiesta
Navidad mixes traditional Mexican
and American holiday songs with
dancing, authentic, costumes and an
audience sing-along. $23-$46.
www.gmu.edu.

“Parfumerie.” 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 1st
Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. Two Budapest shop clerks
bicker by day, oblivious to the fact
that they’ve fallen for each other
exchanging anonymous love letters.
Tickets $25. 703-854-1856 or
www.1ststagetysons.org.

Candlelight Tour: World War II,
Christmas on the Homefront.
4:45-7 p.m. Sully Historic Site, 3650
Historic Sully Way, Chantilly. The
51st Engineers Battalion set up camp
in front of the house. Listen to
holiday radio broadcasts of Franklin
Roosevelt and Winston Churchill. See
how Fairfax families celebrated a
homemade Christmas and helped the
troops, and how Christmas dinner
was enjoyed in spite of rationing.
Enjoy cider and cookies, have their
photos taken on an antique sleigh.
Tour the 1794 home in the glow of
natural candlelight, hear seasonal
music, make holiday ornaments, and
sample sugar cookies. $10 adults, $7
seniors and children. Reserve at 703-
437-1794 or www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/sully/calendar.htm.

MONDAY/DEC. 19
Preschool Storytime. 10:30 a.m.

Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Stories, fingerplays
and activities. Age 3-5 with adult.
703-757-8560.

TUESDAY/DEC. 20
Sounds of the Season Winter

Concert. 7:30 p.m. Langley High
School Auditorium, 6520
Georgetown Pike, McLean. The LHS
Madrigals will perform Renaissance
holiday music in elaborate period
costumes. In addition, all of the LHS
choirs will perform selections. Free
admission. smayman@verizon.net or
703-283-1697.

One-on-One Computer Tutoring. 3
p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Learn the
basics of the Internet, Word and
Excel. Call for an appointment.
Adults. 703-242-4020.

English Conversation Group. 7 p.m.
City of Fairfax Regional Library,
10360 North St., Fairfax.
Conversation group for adults
learning English. 703-293-6227.

Mystery Book Discussion. 6:30 p.m.
Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library,
7584 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.
Call for title. Adults. 703-790-8088.

Practice Your English. 6:30 p.m.
Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library,
7584 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.
Conversation group for adults
learning English. 703-790-8088.

To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call 703-821-5050

OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS
Will Return after the Holidays

Off-Season Pricing

60-75%

OFF POTS

60-75%

OFF POTS

9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

25%

OFF

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Benches, Fountains,

Statues, Bonsai,

Cactus & Succulents

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Trees

Shrubs &

Perennials

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

Wallstone,

In-Stock Pavers

FREE

Landscape Estimates

FREE

Landscape Estimates

50% Off
Japanese Maples,

Evergreen Magnolias,

Blue Atlas Cedar &

Select Shade Trees

Christmas Trees, Greens,

Poinsettias & Cyclamen

Holiday Hours

Open Fridays

and Saturdays

until 7pm

Holiday Hours

Open Fridays

and Saturdays

until 7pm

www.RobertsCarpets.com
Installation by Certified

Installers/Employees

703-471-7120

681 Spring Street
Old Town Herndon
Hours: Mon., Tues.,

Thurs. & Fri. 9-6
Wed. 9-5, Sat 10-3

• 100% Continuous
   Filament  Nylon
• Limited Colors

 1.89
 Sq. ft.

Installed w/6lb. pad
Take-up & haul away old

carpet, small additional charge.

$

All Oriental Rugs
on Sale!

ALL HARDWOOD
on SALE

Jimmys

•Plant on Premises
•Washing
•Refringing
•Repairs
•Reweaving
•Appraisals
FREE Pickup & Delivery
for Rolled & Ready Rugs

20%
OFF
20%
OFF

Oriental Rug
Cleaning

At Same Location,
Under Same Ownership

for 48 years

Wall-to-Wall Carpet

Expires1/7/12

Expires1/7/12
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

E
ach year, parents who opt out of
their neighborhood public school
in favor of an independent school
must sift through the long list of

the Washington area’s independent schools
to find one that meets the needs of their
child.

They must then navigate the lengthy ap-
plication required by most schools, and
hope that their efforts are deft enough to
gain acceptance in a competitive environ-
ment. Some schools report receiving as
many as nine applications for each avail-
able slot.

Even for prospective pre-kindergarten stu-
dents, the independent school admissions
process often includes a written application,
admissions tests, parent statements, student
interviews, parent interviews, playdates,
school visits, transcripts and teacher recom-
mendations.

“What we’re trying to do is get a whole
picture of a child and look at information
from a variety of different sources,” said
Christina Tait, director of admission and fi-
nancial aid at The Langley School in
McLean.

THE APPLICATION PACKETS provide
insight for both the school and the appli-
cants. “We have a fairly detailed process so
that we get to know the girls and they get
to know us,” said Pilar Cabeza de Vaca, head
of the Madeira School in McLean. “Our goal
is to find girls who are the right fit for our
school and for whom our school is the right
fit.”

The role of each component of the appli-
cation varies depending on the age of the
applicant. “The admission [process] for
young children is especially com-
plex and difficult because we have
to use both explicit and intuitive
measures because we have less
data,” said Diane Dunning, direc-
tor of admission and financial aid
at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
School in Alexandria. “If you were
looking at a ninth grade [admis-
sions] folder, you would have
eight years of report cards and
maybe four years of standardized
testing. You are also able to inter-
view [older applicants] in a dif-
ferent way than when you are in-
teracting with the young chil-
dren.”

Why is so much probing neces-
sary?

“Schools are looking for consis-

tency in grades, attitude, testing and rec-
ommendations,” said Lindsay White,
educational consultant with the School
Counseling Group in Washington, D.C.
“[For example] If there is a huge differ-
ence between a [teacher] recommenda-
tion and what they are seeing on the
grades, that is going to be a red flag.”

Most schools want prospective applicants
to spend time on campus. “The [school] visit
is important to us. It gives the boy and his
family a chance to experience the Heights
first hand,” said Richard Moss, director of
admission at the Heights School in Potomac,
Md. “On the flip side, it gives us a chance
to really get to know the boy. How is he
interacting with his peers? Is he friendly?
Is he courteous? Does he have a good, firm
handshake? Does he look the teachers in
the eye when he greets them in the morn-
ing?”

Most applications ask parents to answer
questions describing their children. Here are
two questions from the Langley School’s
application: What do you believe is your
role as a parent in your child’s education?
What qualities do you consider to be most

important for your child’s education?
Consultants say schools look at the way

parents answer questions. “There are a lot
of parents who regurgitate the school’s mis-
sion statement and all the language that is
used on the school’s website. Schools can
see right through that,” said educational
consultant Clare Anderson, of Chevy Chase,
Md. “They want to know that the family is
in line with how [the school] works with
students and [their] approach to educa-
tion.”

Schools also pay attention to a parent’s
evaluation of their child. “Red flags go up
when everything is just perfect and they’ve
never encountered a setback or difficulty,”
said Anderson. “[Schools] are looking for
honest, candid responses. Obviously parents
are going to frame it in a positive light, as
they should.”

Most schools require admissions
tests. Depending on the age and
grade of the child, these tests in-
clude the Wechsler Preschool and
Primary Scale of Intelligence
(WPPSI-III), Wechsler Intelligence
Scale for Children (WISC) and the
Secondary School Admission Test
for (SSAT).

“Testing often creates the most
anxiety,” said Dunning, of St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes.

THE TESTS are used differently
depending on the age of the ap-
plicant. “Tests for [young chil-
dren] are used as standardized
tools to give an overall picture of
a child’s learning profile. These
are not predictors for academic

success. They give broad overviews of how
a child learns,” said Anderson. Tests given
to middle and high school applicants are
more meaningful. “Those tests measure
how well your child has done with the in-
formation he or she has learned in school.
If they see an eighth grader who has only
average grades, but remarkable SSATs, they
are going to ask, ‘Is this an underachiever?
Why is this child not excelling in the class-
room?’ ”

Should children prepare for tests? When
it comes to young children, most consult-
ants say no. “It is unethical and makes your
test scores invalid,” said Anderson. “You are
going to shoot yourself in the foot [if you
prep your young child]. Your child will be
the first to announce it either in the tester’s
office or at the school on the playdate. Then
the scores are invalid.”

The scenario is different for those apply-
ing for slots in middle and upper school.
“I’ve had students who’ve taken [admissions
tests] without prep, and then I worked with
them and their scores [went] up consider-
ably,” said Christa Abbott, an Arlington-
based independent test prep tutor.

Anderson agrees. “Just like you preheat
your oven, you’ve got to get your child ready
for the test. Just knowing the format of the
test can really help,” said Anderson. “But I
caution parents about [taking expensive test
prep classes]. There has to be a primary
concern that something is going to get in
the way of your child being able to show
what he or she knows.”

Some parents hire educational consult-
ants like White or Anderson, hoping to get
a competitive advantage. Consultants say
their role is to guide families through the
process. “The number one mistake that I
think parents make is thinking that hiring
an educational consultant is going to give
them an advantage at a very competitive
school,” said Mark Sklarow, executive di-
rector of the Independent Educational Con-
sultants Association in Fairfax. “That is just
not the way the system works. Consultants
don’t have a secret handshake that they can
use with an admissions director to help get
a student in. The reason you hire an educa-
tional consultant is to find a good fit be-
tween a student’s needs and a school’s
strengths. A consultant’s role is to [iden-
tify] a school where a child is going to
thrive.”

So what can parents do to make sure their
child’s application shines in a pool overflow-
ing with many attractive applicants?

“It is always nice to think about what is
special about your child,” said White. “What
is the one special strength or talent your
child might have, whether it be academics
or an extracurricular interest? What is the
potential for your child to contribute to the
school?”

Anderson says she encourages parents to
view admissions procedures as multi-
pronged. “My hope is to help parents un-
derstand the process and see that there re-
ally is a method and [schools] are looking
to get the best from your child.”

Getting into ‘Right Fit’ Private School
Experts explain how to
navigate admissions
process for area’s most
elite schools.

The Madeira volleyball team
recently won the Independent
Student League title.

V1109-603 (32X22)
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“Our goal is to find girls
who are the right fit for our
school and for whom our
school is the right fit.”

— Pilar Cabeza de Vaca, head of the
Madeira School in McLean

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes Upper School students
Isabella Norton, Leah Joseph, and Ulises Giacoman
with Upper School Science Teacher Julie Krane.



Great Falls Connection  ❖  December 14-20, 2011  ❖  17www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

Rev. John Bradford
PastorJohn.Bradford@verizon.net

Nursery available
at all services

Connecting the World with God’s Grace

10550 Georgetown Pike
 Great Falls, VA 22066
Office:  703.759.6068
www.gflutheran.org

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Children’s Service at 5:00 P.M.

Candlelight Services at 7:00 P.M. and 11:00 PM

ADVENT MID-WEEK SERVICES
Join us during Advent on Wednesdays (Nov 30,

Dec 7, 14, 21) at noon and 7:30 pm Advent worship.

Visit These Houses of Worship

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern

 ... 703-281-4411
Catholic

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

WORSHIP HOURS SUNDAY: 11:00 AM

b

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.
Rev. Dr. William H. Flammann, Pastor

b

To Highlight Your Faith Community call Karen at 703- 917-6468

From Page 3

News

ing for locally-administered, but required
programs in the 2012-14 budget. The Gov-
ernor is going to have to balance the bud-
get. Think about what he might do,”
Regimbal said.

County Executive Anthony Griffin said
Fairfax County’s budgetary shortfall is ex-
pected to be about $114 million in Fiscal
Year 2013, and the county is taking several
steps — including looking at fee increases
and analyzing agency cuts of up to 5 per-
cent — to bridge the financial gap.

“Quite frankly, we’re running out of places
to makes reductions. This is a struggle now,
and it’s going to continue to be a struggle
for my successor,” Griffin said, alluding to
his retirement in April 2012.

Griffin said there was some good news.
Job growth in Northern Virginia has con-
tinued to grow each month since April 2010,
and Fairfax County’s unemployment rate
remains stable at 4.6 percent (which is
about 28,000 unemployed residents), com-
pared to 6.4 percent across the state and 9
percent in the nation.

ALTHOUGH GOVERNOR  Robert
McDonnell (R) has not yet proposed spe-
cific road devolution legislation, House Re-
publicans have been looking at ways to shift
spiraling road-maintenance responsibilities

back to localities for several years.
Fairfax County leaders have been un-

equivocal in their opposition to any pros-
pect of road devolution, saying it’s tanta-
mount an unfunded mandate that would
force the County to increase property taxes.

“It’s a major concern for anyone who cares
about transportation, but frankly anyone
who cares about anything else localities
have to keep up because all those elements
would be affected,” said McKay. “My great-
est fear is that [with road devolution] we
would be pitting roads against schools and
public safety.”

Tom Biesiadny, director of Fairfax
County’s Department of Transportation,
estimated that Fairfax County would have
to make a one-time investment of up to
$208 million to take local control of local
roads, which would mean a property tax
increase of about $479 for the average
household.

He said that localities that maintain their
own roads typically spend about 25 percent
more than what the state allocates. For ex-
ample, he noted that in Fiscal Year 2010,
Arlington spent $18 million, while the state
spent $15 million.

“Counties in Northern Virginia already
spend millions of dollars a year to mitigate
the effects of state underfunding of road
construction, which has created some of the
worst traffic in the nation,” Biesiadny said.

Bulova added that if counties are required
to maintain their secondary roads, the re-
sulting disparity in road conditions will af-
fect Virginia’s ability to attract business.

During the roundtable discussion, Del.
Mark Sickles (D-43) agreed the county’s
roads are in terrible shape.

“At some point we have to act,” he said,
suggesting a referendum asking voters to
decide whether to increase certain taxes,
similar to a 2002 failed referendum on the
sales tax, in order to pay for transportation
costs.

State Sen. Richard Saslaw (D-35) told the
elected officials not to “punt the damn ball.”

“I can tell you this: It ain’t gonna happen
with my vote … I will not ever, ever, ever, if
I have anything to say about it, allow taxes
to be put to a referendum. That’s what the
voters elected you to do. If they don’t like
what you did, they will show you the door
the next election. We have no business put-
ting revenue-raising measures to a referen-
dum. Plain and simple.”

Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock) said
he thought road devolution was viable if
done correctly.

“It’s not going to be pain-free, but there
are ways to do it,” Cook said. “If we’re going
to have the responsibility, we ought to own
the streets. And if we’re going to own them
… we ought to have the mechanisms to raise
the money we need to raise,” Cook said.

“Would you be supportive of raising taxes
to do it?” Bulova asked. Cook did not re-
spond.

ON THURSDAY, DEC. 8, the Governor
outlined his transportation policy and fund-
ing plans for the upcoming 2012 General
Assembly session. Speaking to more than
700 industry and transportation agency
professionals during the 2011 Governor’s
Transportation Conference in Norfolk,
McDonnell called for changes in laws gov-
erning the allocation of future surpluses to
transportation, dedicating portions of rev-
enue growth attributable to transportation
infrastructure projects to transportation and
increasing the portion of sales tax dedicated
to transportation.

Several legislators, including state Sena-
tors Chap Petersen (D-34), Dave Marsden
(D-37), Janet Howell (D-32) and Del. Ken
Plum said they will hold Governor
McDonnell to his promise of a dedicated
source of revenue for a transportation bond
package passed last session.

“There’s a fundamental disconnect,”
Marsden said. “Any transportation solution
is not acceptable if it doesn’t come with
money … What we were promised was a
funding stream and not the transfer of re-
sponsibility to localities. I think we need to
let the governor know this is not accept-
able.”

County Sends ‘Hands Off’ Message to General Assembly
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Artists Present ‘Touch of Red’
ArtSpace in Herndon
hosts Great Falls Studios
artists exhibit.

Guests explore the “fun room” section of the “A Touch of Red” exhibit at Herndon
ArtSpace, which features 28 artists from Great Falls Studios.

From left, Melanie Staley, Mary Ellen Mogee and Marie
Wright at the artists’ reception for the “A Touch of Red”
exhibit at Herndon ArtSpace Dec. 7. Mogee, who mostly
paints in acrylic, was featured in the show, one of 28
artists from Great Falls Studio.

Photographer Walt Lawrence at the Herndon ArtSpace
Exhibit “A Touch of Red,” next to photos “Waiting,” (bot-
tom) and “Cold and Gray” (top). The exhibit features 28
artists from Great Falls Studios, and is open until Jan. 8.
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By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

G
reat Falls Studios and Herndon ArtSpace
will combine efforts for the next month,
as ArtSpace hosts “A Touch of Red” ex-
hibit until Jan. 8. The exhibit features

28 artists from Great Falls Studios.
“We’re excited, it’s our first group exhibit, and this

a fantastic gallery space,” said Cindy Griselda, a
quilter who also chaired the show. “As a group, we
tried to make sure we represented as many medi-
ums as possible, and the artists were really excited
for that.”

ArtSpace was able to organize the pieces accord-
ing to a few different themes. One wall was the “wa-
ter wall,” featuring aquatically themed paintings. An-
other section, the “fun room,” featured more abstract
works and sculpture.

“The New Day,” an acrylic painting by Mary Ellen
Mogee, is a white canvas mostly taken up by a large
red circle, while photographer Walt Lawrence’s “Cold
and Gray” features a stark gray landscape with only
a touch of red, a bird on a swing set.

“I was very pleased to get into this exhibit, Great
Falls Studios and ArtSpace both have a reputation

for high quality shows,” said Mogee, who has been a
Studios member for about nine months.

The simplicity of the theme allowed for a variety
of pieces. ArtSpace’s Les Zidel said that was their
hope for the exhibit.

“We’ve got the holidays coming up, so red is ap-
propriate, but it’s not too restrictive,” he said. “We’re
always trying to touch base with local artists, and
host exhibits with a lot of artists, and this fits both.
It’s been a long time coming.”

Griselda said the artists also enjoyed having such
latitude with the theme.

“We had quite a lively discussion about what ‘A
Touch of Red’ meant to all of us, we knew it gave us
a lot to work with,” she said.

Shane McIntire of Herndon, who often stops by
ArtSpace with her children after visits to the nearby
Fortnightly Library, said the show was one of the best
ones she’s seen at ArtSpace.

“I really like how it’s sort of a statement by all these
artists on what the ‘A Touch of Red’ means to them.
They’re such creative people, you know they’re go-
ing to give it their best when given a challenge, and
they certainly did here,” she said. “The fact that it
was simply a color that united this piece really tied
it together from a visual standpoint when you take
in the room as a whole.”

Great Falls Studios is a collective of artists who
live or work in Great Falls, and can be found at
www.greatfallsstudios.com. ArtSpace is located at
750 Center Street in Herndon, and can be found at
www.artspaceherndon.org.

Guests browse the pieces at Herndon ArtSpace’s “A Touch of Red” exhibit during the
artists’ reception Wednesday, Dec. 7. The exhibit features 28 artists from Great Falls
Studios who work in a variety of media.
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154-pound championship belt.
His opponent has not yet been
determined.

Lange (37-4-2, 25 knock-
outs), who has headlined all 13
previous Patriot Center boxing
shows since returning from his
participation on ‘The Con-
tender’ TV series, captured the
WBU title last September by
knocking Raul Munez down
three times en route to his 25th
victory by knockout. The Great
Falls fighter continues to draw
large, enthusiastic crowds from
across the region while advanc-
ing the ranks in the junior
middleweight division.

The Feb. 11 boxing card will
include: Michelle Garland
Nelson (5-0-1) of Ashburn in a
World International Boxing As-
sociation middleweight cham-
pionship; Zain ‘Tiger’ Shah (6-
0) of Chantilly, who will meet
Tony Jeter (12-2-1) of
Stevensville, Md. in a six-round

middleweight contest; and undefeated, ris-
ing welterweight prospect Todd ‘White
Lightning’ Wilson (11-0) of Fairfax.

Doors will open at 6 p.m., with the first
fight scheduled to begin at 7. Tickets will
be available for purchase through all
Ticketmaster outlets, including the Patriot
Center box office and by phone at 703-573-
SEAT.

The Marshall High School Boosters
are once again sponsoring the Christmas
Tree Lot this holiday season. Trees, garland,
wreaths, White House Ornaments, and
spirit wear will be available. The lot opened
on Saturday, Nov. 26 and will be open daily
through Dec. 18. Hours of operation are
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. (Monday through Fri-
day), and 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturdays
and Sundays. Customers can pre-purchase
trees this year with a credit card as long as
they bring a receipt. Go to:
www.gcmhsboosters.org, and hit the link.

Purchases at the lot will again be check/
cash only. All proceeds from the Tree Lot
will go directly into the Marshall High stu-
dents’ activities account, which sponsors 21
teams. Proceeds will go towards the pur-
chase of uniforms and equipment; field
maintenance, capital improvements, and
trip expenses; as well as a variety of clubs
and activities on campus.

Both the Flint Hill School men’s
and women’s swim teams won their
winter season openers against Georgetown
Day this past week, by scores of 107-43 and
92-65, respectively. Double-event winners
for Flint Hill included Rob Ikeda, Rachel
Swarts and Natalie Brendsel. Single event
winners included Jonah Chang, Allison
Kennedy, Zach Thornburg, Sam Shorris,
Brian DeMocker, Aaron Frederick, and
Alana Suter.

Fairfax Adult Softball (FAS) held its
elections for the expiring terms of the FAS
President, 1st Vice President (Umpires), and
Treasurer at its Board of Directors meeting
on Monday, Nov. 14. Carl Ey of Alexandria

begins his first term on the executive com-
mittee as Treasurer. Incumbents John
Carney, of Clifton, and Scott Semmler, of
Centreville, were re-elected by acclimation
as President and 1st Vice President (Um-
pires). They begin their new term of office
in January 2012.

FAS depends heavily on volunteers and
is always looking for new personalities to
share ideas. Directors meet monthly
throughout the year to review and estab-
lish polices and rules for the operation of
the program, to provide direction concern-
ing financial and administrative operations,
and, in November, to elect the officers of
the corporation. These officers comprise the
Executive Committee which meets monthly
to direct the FAS program. The Executive
Committee includes the President, 1st Vice
President (Umpires), 2nd Vice President
(Rules), Secretary and Treasurer. They serve
staggered two-year terms to provide for
corporate stability.

Go to Fairfax Adult Softball.com for more
information on the organization.

Local Northern Region high school
cross country runners Sophie Chase
(Lake Braddock Secondary), Ahmed Bile
(Annandale High), and Sean McGorty
(Chantilly High) each placed in the top 10
at the Foot Locker Cross Country South
Regional Championships, held Saturday,
Nov. 26 at the McAlpine Greenway Park in
Charlotte, N.C. By finishing among the top
10, the three local student-athletes quali-
fied to compete in the Foot Locker Cross
Country Championship National Finals, set
for Saturday, Dec.10 at Morley Field, Balboa
Park in San Diego, Calif. Chase, a junior at
Lake Braddock, finished second at
Saturday’s South Regionals in Charlotte
with a time of 17:06, qualifying her for
Nationals for the second straight year. In
the boys’ race, Bile, a two-time National
Finalist, claimed second place in 14:38.

The Madeira School
women’s varsity swim and
dive team opened its 20th an-
niversary season with a 96-90
win over defending Indepen-
dent School League (ISL)
champion Georgetown Visita-
tion on Dec. 1.

Event winners for Madeira in-
cluded seniors and captains
Ann Griffin (200 IM) and Brit-
tany Jansen (100 fly); juniors
Maddie Alagia (200 free) and
Grace Johnson (100 free); and
freshman Farrin Saba (100
back). Freshman diver Carly
Yosaitis took first in the 1-meter
diving event.

Madeira, which is under the
direction of head coach Rod
Montrie, took first place in the
200 medley relay. The winning
relay team was made up of Grif-
fin, Jansen, Alagia, and Saba.
Also, Madeira’s foursome of
Jansen, Alagia, Johnson, and Saba teamed
up to take first in the 400-free relay.

Senior Captain Kat Pfleeger had a strong
meet, scoring crucial points in the 200 IM.

On Dec. 6, Madeira, nicknamed the
Snails, met private school opponent Flint
Hill School in a meet competition. Madeira
came out on top with a 121-58 victory to
improve to 2-0 on the young season.

Madeira won the 200-medley relay with
the team of Griffin, Alagia, Johnson and
Saba. Event winners for Madeira included
senior and captain Jansen (200 free); se-
nior Caroline Peterson (100 breaststroke);
Alagia (200 IM); and Saba (100 fly). Carly
Yosaitis took first in dive.

“Caroline Peterson had a great meet win-
ning the 100 breaststroke,” said coach
Montrie. “Also, senior Melanie Brown
posted a season personal-best in the 500
free. First year swimmers Marta Corvinos,
Aerryn Rees, Gianna Duda, Rachel Tate, and
Kelsey Compton turned in good perfor-
mances as well.”

Courtney Cross, a Great Falls resi-
dent and a current senior at Bishop
O’Connell High School in Arlington, signed
a National Letter of Intent on Nov. 14 to
play Div. 1 women’s lacrosse at Villanova
University. Cross has played lacrosse within
the Great Falls youth program since she was
in second grade. She has been a varsity
starter for the past three years at Ireton and
a team captain for two years. Along with
excelling in soccer, Cross is a member of
both the National Honor Society and French
Honor Society. She is set to graduate from
O’Connell in May of 2012.

The Langley Saxons’ ice hockey
team defeated Herndon, 10-0, in a recent
district contest, which took place in Reston.
Before an enthusiastic crowd of more than
100, all three lines of the Saxons’ squad
racked up points against a much thinner
Herndon bench. Drew Schneider led the
Langley pack with a hat trick (3 goals), and
goals were also scored by: Kevin Diner (2),
Evan Sterling, Atte Happonen, Colin

The Madeira High girls’ volleyball team won the Vir-
ginia state private school championship by defeating
Liberty Christian Academy in the finals. Pictured, left
to right, are: seniors Claire Karakozoff, Nicole
O’Donnell, Bre Atkinson, and Catherine Humphrey. The
seniors led Madeira to its first state championship in
history. O’Donnell (setter) and Atkinson were selected
to the all-tournament team, with Atkinson earning
MVP honors. Also selected to the all-tournament team
was sophomore middle hitter Paige Humphrey.

Langley High girls’ lacrosse
player Kelly Martins, shown here
with Saxon head coach Richard
Desomma, recently signed her
letter of Intent to play collegiate
women’s lacrosse at William &
Mary next school year. Martins,
this upcoming spring, will be
playing her fourth season with
the Langley varsity.

Courtney Cross of Great Falls signs
her collegiate letter of intent to
play women’s lacrosse at Villanova.

Sports Roundups

Framinan, Lizzy Weingast, and Zach
Shames. Mikey Adams had four assists on
the night, while seven other Langley skat-
ers — Framinan (2), Shames, Schneider,
Happonen, Peter Nam, Derick Paxton, and
Colin Dibble — contributed assists to the
rapid fire scoring effort. The Herndon goalie
defended 25 shots from Langley, while
Saxon goalie Ryan Framinan stopped 10
Herndon shots and recorded his first shut-
out of the season.

Pro boxer Jimmy Lange, a Great Falls
resident, will return to the Patriot Center
on Saturday, Feb. 11, 2012 for another
world-class fight card featuring top area
boxers. Considered one of the mid-Atlantic
region’s premier boxing showcases, the
event is scheduled to host three world
championship title fights, headlined by jun-
ior middleweight Jimmy Lange’s first title
defense of his World Boxing Union (WBU)
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LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

www.oakhillbuilding.com
703-591-1200

Member Nari/NVBIA/HBAV
Lead Safe &

Certified Green Builder

Since 1978
Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Specializing in:
• Additions
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Basements

Pre-holiday Sale
$500.00 off Remodeling

Design, Ends 2011.

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

How does one not become consumed with
something that is all-consuming? Moreover,
how does that same one take certain informa-
tion in stride that potentially is anything but
stride-worthy? And if one were not to be all-
consumed by the information that, disturbing
as it was, was in fact taken in stride, how does
that one not feel guilty and/or responsible
about neglecting to act – if there was even
anything to be done about the unsettling news
that may have spawned this initial paragraph?

I don’t. I can’t. I won’t. Somehow.
Not that I received any news of late that

was particularly jarring or life-abbreviating but,
as a terminal patient, so far as I know (and
how far do I really know, since I’ve never been
a terminal patient before), information that is
not positive is negative (almost by definition)
and the fine line of life upon which I straddle
every minute of every day becomes that much
more difficult to sustain, especially if the nega-
tive begins to overtake the positive. I have
equated the sensation to taking the first few
curious steps across a newly frozen pond – in
winter, each step more precarious than the
last, waiting for the cracking – or not, and the
associated fear. You want to go forward, but
not at your own peril. Yet going backward
seems equally ill-advised. I mean, you’ve been
there and done that. Backwards represents the
past. Forward represents the future. Personally,
I don’t want to live in the past. I want to live in
the present/future. Receiving results which
prevent you from going forward – which may
stop you in your tracks, are not so much safe
as they are insecure. For me, it’s all about
momentum. I don’t want to lose what progress
I’ve gained, nor do I want to retrace my steps.
However, survival may be about knowing
when to redirect those energies/treatment, to
rest and/or retreat (to fight another day) and to
work with your body, not against it.

But who knows? For a terminal patient,
changes in anything are disproportionately sig-
nificant. It could mean anything. It could
mean nothing. Objectivity disappears the day
your oncologist tells you have an incurable
disease. Accordingly, it’s extremely difficult to
shrug off any abnormal medical findings. How
do I not think that the beginning of the end
starts at the end of the beginning? The point at
which my body begins to weaken and reveal
indicators that reflect a body in distress and
one whose underlying diagnosis is starting to
assert itself and break down all the barriers
that have been constructed (metaphorically
speaking) over the previous 34 months?

In summary, how do I interpret change? For
the better? The worse? Meaningful?
Meaningless? As a cancer patient who has
now outlived his original prognosis (“13
months to two years”) by a rather significant
amount of time, how do I remain objective
about lab work, urine specimens, diagnostic
scans, etc.? I can’t. However, worrying about
any or all of it likely produces no real tangible
benefit either, whereas not worrying about it,
not stressing about it might, anecdotally speak-
ing, anyway. Unfortunately, worrying and
stressing are not simply emotions I can switch
off, especially when you’re consumed by a ter-
minal disease, whether figuratively or worse,
literally.

Diagnosis to date, my cancer-related prob-
lems have been figurative, mostly. Neverthe-
less, it’s difficult to not react negatively when
results are changing right before your eyes, lit-
erally. Yet somehow, I have to. If I don’t, I’ll
likely make matters worse. And given my
underlying stage IV lung-cancer diagnosis, I
probably don’t need to go out of my way to
cause any more trouble. It’s already found me.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Abstract
or Intact sHome & GardenHome & Garden

CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Love to Decorate?
Decorating Den Interiors was chosen Best
of the Best by Entrepreneur Magazine. Home
based, flexible schedule, low overhead,
wholesale accounts. Call for more information on
how you can turn your passion into a business.

703-239-8112
www.Decoratingden.com

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

Porcelain
Repair

571-221-3493

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice – Environmental Permit 

PURPOSE OF NOTICE: To seek public comment on a draft 
permit from the Department of Environmental Quality to limit 
air pollution emitted by a facility in Arlington, Virginia.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: December 15, 2011 to Janu-
ary 17, 2012

PERMIT NAME: State Operating Permit to Operate Issued by 
DEQ, under the authority of the State Air Pollution Control 
Board

NAME, ADDRESS AND REGISTRATION NUMBER OF 
PROPOSED PERMIT HOLDER: Vornado/Charles E. Smith, 
1901 S. Bell Street, Arlington, VA 22202; Registration Num-
ber: 73980

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Vornado/Charles E. Smith has 
applied for a State Operating Permit for their facility located at 
2100 Crystal Drive, Arlington, Virginia.  The facility is a com-
mercial office building that has (1) emergency generator rated 
at 1050 kW.

HOW TO COMMENT: DEQ accepts comments by e-mail, fax 
or postal mail.  All comments must include the name, address 
and telephone number of the person commenting and be re-
ceived by the DEQ within the comment period.  The public 
may request a public hearing. The public may review the draft 
permit and application at the DEQ office named below. The 
draft permit is also available on the DEQ web site at 
www.deq.virginia.gov. To request a public hearing, written 
comments must include: 1) the names, mailing addresses 
and telephone numbers of the requester and of all people 
represented by the requester.  2) The reason a hearing is re-
quested, including associated air quality concerns.  3) A brief, 
informational statement regarding the extent of the interest of 
the requester, including how the operation of the facility af-
fects the requester. 

CONTACT FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS, DOCUMENTS, RE-
QUESTS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

K. Dean Gossett, Environmental Engineer, Sr. Northern Re-
gional Office, Department of Environmental Quality, 13901 
Crown Court, Woodbridge, VA 22193, phone: 703-583-3800, 
email: kevin.gossett@deq.virginia.gov

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Rod’s Sharpening Service – Precision Sharpening
✃✃✃✃✃✃✃✃✃✃✃

Most knives, scissors, and gardening tools sharpened at $5.00/each - While you
shop in Vienna and Fairfax • Salon shears sharpened at $25.00/each. • Barber
and grooming scissors sharpened at $10.00/each. • Clipper blades sharpened

at $6.00/each • 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or full refund of sharpening cost.
Locations: Google Rod’s Sharpening

Service for further details
Dealer for Spyderco
knives - Great Gifts!
703 945 0171

Sharpeningman@yahoo.com

Reston - drop off and pick up 9am-5pm National Realty Monday - Friday. Leave knives and
scissors with secretary. Prepay and pick up at your leisure. Must have correct change or
check 11890 Sunrise Valley Drive, Suite 700, Reston, VA 20191
Mondays in Vienna, 10:00 - 1:00: Magruder’s Supermarket, 180 Maple Avenue, Vienna, VA
Tuesdays in Fairfax,12:00 - 3:00: Fairfax Smart Market, Fairfax Corner on the Plaza, Fairfax,
Also at Culinaria Cooking School First Fridays

21 Announcements 21 Announcements21 Announcements

500 watt Generator, Troy Bilt, 
Has run 4 hrs. 703-356-1095
$600.

ABC LICENSE
Aladdin’s Eatery of VA Inc., 
trading as Aladdin’s Eatery  

4044 Campbell Avenue, 
Arlingon, VA 22206-3424. . 
The above establishment is 

applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Mixed
Beverages on premises 

license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Raja 

Atalla, Vice President
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first two required 

newspaper legal notices. 
Objections should be regis-

tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 
or 800-552-3200

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MASONRY MASONRY

CONCRETE

CONCRETE
No Job too Small
Driveways Patios 

Stamped Concrete

703-336-7917

GUTTER

AFFORDABLE
QUALITY
GUTTERS
Repair, Replace,
Clean & Screen.

1000s of local Refs.

703-794-8513

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

  Employers:

Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better way
to fill your

employment
openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!
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Oakton
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McLean
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Fairfax

Fairfax
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Burke

Springfield

2
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3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot 
of results. 

I know several
thousand things
that won't work.

-Thomas A. Edison
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News

Christmas at Colvin Run Mill
Park hosts Santa, carolers and crafts for children.

Emily Kile, 11, asked Santa to bring “science things”
while her sister Annika Kile, 5, asked for a fairy doll
and a unicorn.

Clara Wrazen, 6, learns how to make her own pipe
cleaner candy cane as her sister Evie, 2, watches.

The Virginia 49th Infantry Regiment, CSA, and their families gathered
around a bonfire to lead guests in a holiday sing-along.
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olvin Run Mill returned to an
earlier time in Virginia when it
hosted Santa Claus at the mill,
complementing Santa’s visit

with a roaring bonfire, carolers from the Vir-
ginia 49th Infantry and their families, crafts
for children and marshmallow roasting.

Luminaria lined the path from the gen-
eral store to the miller’s house where Santa
Claus sat in the miller’s office, warmed by
a fire blazing in a brick fireplace. A Victo-
rian-decorated Christmas tree welcomed
families.

Hot chocolate waited for cold hands and,
inside the general store, old-fashioned gifts,
including a variety of puzzles for children
and adults, lined the shelves of the rustic
shop. Teen volunteers guided children’s
craftmaking activities inside the barn.
Snowflake design and pipe cleaner candy
canes were big hits.

Families came from throughout Northern
Virginia for the holiday celebration at Colvin
Run Mill, many saying that they come of-
ten to events there.

“This is a nice atmosphere to see Santa,”
said Alexandria mother Sarah Wrazen, in
the barn with husband David and their chil-
dren, Evie, 2, and Clara, 6. “There’s crafts
and carolers, people singing along. It feels
like Christmas here.”

The Kile sisters, Emily, 11, and Annika,
5, along with Santa, shared what it is that
they like the most about Christmastime. For
Annika, it’s snow and making a snowman.
Emily said that what she likes most about
the season is “time off from school.”

And Santa said he likes getting a chance
to bring things to boys and girls, to bring
some joy into the world.

COLVIN RUN MILL PARK, still with a
working mill, celebrated its 200th anniver-
sary this year. Throughout the year, the
Fairfax County Park Authority sponsors pro-
grams for all age groups, from maple syrup
boil-downs to ice cream making and wood
carving. On Dec. 3 and 4, Colvin Run Mill

hosted children’s shopping days where chil-
dren shopped for family members at the
general store.

The park features a G-gauge holiday train
layout on Saturday, Dec. 17, and Sunday,
Dec. 18, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. For details,
call 703-759-2771. There’s no charge to
watch the model trains chug through a rep-
lica western town.

— Donna Manz

Don’t Miss
Our Special
Editions.
Be a part of our new
Wellbeing pages, the
first week of every
month.

Delight in our
HomeLifeStyle
sections, the second
week of every month.
Peek at the top real
estate sales, glimpse
over-the-top remodel-
ing projects, get prac-
tical suggestions for
your home.

Celebrate students,
camps, schools,
enrichment
programs, colleges
and more in
our A-plus:Education,
Learning, Fun pages,
the third week of
every month.
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Let Us Help You Deck the Halls! We have all you need to
make your season bright! With Home Accessories, Gifts

and the Finest Holiday Decorations
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www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

DanJanJan Dan

Jan & Dan Laytham
703-759-9190 Office
703-444-1991 Home

Susan Canis
Realtor

Anne Morrow
Realtor

Great Falls $899,000

Great Falls $15,000,000

McLean $6,950,000

Great Falls $1,050,000

Great Falls $2,190,000

Great Falls $1,540,000

Great Falls $1,850,000

Great Falls $1,750,000

Great Falls $1,395,000

Great Falls $899,000

McLean $10,000,000

McLean $1,695,000

Great Falls $2,695,000

Great Falls $1,125,000

Great Falls $999,000
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